Osteosarcoma--the winds of change.
The occurrence of pulmonary metastases in patients suffering from primary classic osteogenic sarcoma is compared among two groups of patients treated according to different protocols at Groote Schuur Hospital. A group of 28 patients treated by radiation and delayed amputation (before the end of 1974) is compared with 12 patients managed by immediate ablation and adjuvant chemotherapy with vincristine, high-dose methotrexate and leucovorin rescue, and adriamycin (after 1974). The incidence of pulmonary metastases at 12 months was significantly lower in the latter group.